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Mine Monitor Report confirms looming Environmental and Public Health Crisis 

The Environment Centre NT is extremely concerned for the health of rivers and communities surrounding McArthur 

River Mine (MRM) after an Independent Monitor’s report released today into the mine’s operations confirmed the 

community’s long-held fears of heavy metal contamination in edible fish species from the McArthur River. 

A flyer distributed to residents by mine operator Glencore Xstrata last week claimed that only one fish was identified 

with a lead concentration in its liver exceeding ANZ Food Standards (2009) and that prior to 2014 data was 

unavailable as MRM was not testing edible fish species.  However the Independent Monitor confirmed that lead 

levels exceeding Australian safe eating standards had been found in 9 edible fish species over four separate 

monitoring points during tests in 2012-14.  

Environment Centre NT supported a rally led by Borroloola Elders and residents, who marched to a community 

meeting with the Independent Monitor to deliver a community management plan calling for production at the mine 

to cease until the identified problems had been resolved.  

Lauren Mellor, Community Campaigner at Environment Centre NT, attended the meeting to hear the Independent 

Monitors findings and said she was shocked to hear the Independent Monitor highlight that:  

 The most significant environmental issue at MRM is the risk of acid, saline and metalliferous drainage due to 

the identification of an approximately 80% problematic waste rock content on site, 50% as yet unmined.  

 An interim clay capping method used to try and contain acid forming waste rock has already failed, leaving 

no effective management plan in place to prevent acid runoff into the McArthur River in the Wet season. 

 It has made 131 recommendations requiring urgent action at the mine, including 39 critical actions to be 

implemented to reduce or stop significant environmental impacts. 

 It identified numerous non-compliance items where the mine was operating outside of its licence conditions. 

 It is alarmed at the ongoing issue of excessive water storage in the Tailings Storage Facility Cell 2 responsible 

for seepage of contaminants into Surprise Creek, previously identified in 2011.  

 It is critical of the Department of Mines and Energy for failing to; specify best practice to assess MRM’s 

environmental performance; assess compliance against the MMP commitments; or meet the timeframe for 

issuing audit compliance reports.  

Ms Mellor said, “Despite a taskforce being established in March 2014 to further monitor fish stocks, no health 

warnings have been issued to the local community or visitors warning of potential lead contamination when eating 

fish from the McArthur River.“ 

“Glencore has clearly failed to redress issues regarding the storage of excess water in the unstable tailings dam 

despite repeated requests from the Independent Assessor and Independent Monitor since 2011. 

 “The highly contested open cut expansion and poor government regulation of MRM has resulted in what is 

unfolding as an environmental and public health crisis.  

“The NT government and its mining regulatory body consistently confuse MRM’s corporate interests with the public 

interest. The mine is proven to be in breach of its operating conditions and yet the Mines Minister has failed to act to 

breach the mine, despite the significant risks posed by the reckless actions of Glencore Xstrata.” 
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