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Borroloola Clan Groups: “We’ll educate the Chief Minister on the real value of our land” 

We are the four clan groups of Borroloola. We travelled a long way from our homes this week to take a message to 

the NT Minerals Council Summit and tell the NT Chief Minister Adam Giles, the Northern Territory Government and 

Glencore Xstrata; stop poisoning the McArthur River and killing our people. 

We have lived with the impacts of mining at McArthur River Mine for more than two decades. Our rights to stop the 

mine were taken away, but we have never stopped fighting to protect our country. It’s the miners who don’t 

understand what our land is really worth. Last week we came together to tell Armour energy and other shale gas 

companies to frack off and leave our people alone. 

Adam Giles says we just need to be educated about the benefits of mining on our land. But if Adam Giles listened to 

us, we would educate him. Glencore are poisoning our river, and our children. All the animals that live in the sea and 

water. The government is busy selling our land to mining and gas companies and ignoring the damage it is doing. 

Adam Giles should be representing the people, not the mining companies. If he won’t listen, he should step down. 

The Chief Minister needs to be educated to understand the word ‘NO’. We’re speaking in his language but he 

doesn’t want to understand. We speak many languages, but in Garawa language: Mikur balkimbikarnyi yargi – don’t 

destroy our land. 

We are educated about our country. We’ve seen our land, water, plants, animals changing since the mine and river 

diversion went ahead and started poisoning our land and our people. It is because we know the land that we can see 

the devastating impacts of mining. 

Adam Giles couldn’t even face us at the Summit, the people who are speaking the truth. Stop hiding behind security 

and police. Get out and listen to the people living next to and downstream of the mining pits. 

This government has plans for more mining on our land but they are living in the past, where they think they can 

make decisions over our land that we don’t want. We are stronger now for joining together as far as Arnhem Land 

and right across the Gulf and Queensland border and Central desert to say NO. We don’t want no more mining on 

our land. 

Nearly 100 years ago our old people fought and won against the missionaries and government encroaching on our 

land. In 1916 our old people fought miners at Redbank mine with spears. Today the young people are fighting in the 

same tradition, we carry on the same knowledge, but we fight together - black and white and all clans. We’re 

respecting each-other’s culture, but the government doesn’t, they just try to divide us.  

We want to continue on what our strong old people did, Murdering Tommy, Yardi Yardi, Vanderlin Island Jack and 

many more of our fighters for freedom. 

For comment contact: 

Asman Rory, Gudanji Garawa Traditional Owner:  0477 317 522 

Gadrian Hoosan, Garawa Yanyula Traditional Owner: 0498 666 201 

Conrad Rory, Yanyula Garawa: 0487 638 052 

Nancy McDinny, Garawa Yanyuwa Traditional Owner: 0474 644 626 

Ryan Timothy, Yanyula Garawa Traditional Owner: 0439 383 155 

Jack Green, Garawa Gudanji Traditional Owner: 0474 528 737 


