
 
ANNEXURE 1 
 

1. This approval applies only to the McArthur River Open Cut Mine Project, 
EPBC 2003/954, as described in the referral document. 

 
2. Within six months of the date of this approval, the person taking the action must 

submit for the Minister’s approval the Freshwater Sawfish Management and 
Monitoring Plan with respect to protection of the threatened Freshwater Sawfish 
(Pristis microdon) in the McArthur River.   

 
The Plan must include; 

(a) ecology and biology of the freshwater sawfish, 
(b) description of the existing environment, 
(c) potential impacts of the realignment on the river, including impact on 

upstream migration, 
(d) development of criteria against which the effectiveness of this Plan may 

be measured, 
(e) management actions to ensure longevity of Mc Arthur River sawfish 

population, 
(f) actions in the event of fish becoming trapped in the realigned section of 

the River, 
(g) on-going monitoring of the freshwater sawfish population over the life of 

mining operations, and 
(h) establishment of a community awareness and education program. 

 
The Plan must be approved at least one wet season before the realigned channel is 
connected to the McArthur River.  The approved Plan must be implemented. 

 
3. Within six months of the date of this approval, the person taking the action must 

submit for the Minister’s approval a monitoring program to assess the impact of 
metal pollution at Bing Bong Port on listed migratory birds (as discussed in 
section 11.4.4 of the PER).  The monitoring program is to be implemented by the 
start of the migratory season in September 2007. 

 
4. By 1 July of each year after commencement of mine construction and until the 

completion of mine decommissioning, the person taking the action is to provide 
written advice to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage demonstrating 
how the person taking the action has complied with the conditions of this 
approval.  After this time no further report will be required.   



 
5. Within three years of the date of commencement of construction, the person 

taking the action must ensure that an independent audit of compliance with the 
conditions of approval of the action and the effectiveness of measures to mitigate 
impacts on listed threatened and migratory species is carried out.  The 
independent auditor must be accredited by the Quality Society of Australasia, or 
such other similar body as the Minister for the Environment and Heritage may 
notify in writing.  The audit criteria must be agreed by the Minister and the audit 
report must address the criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister.  An audit report 
must be given to the Minister within six months of the completion of the audit. 

 
6. If the person taking the action wishes to carry out any activity otherwise than in 

accordance with the plans, reports or strategies referred to in paragraphs 2, 3, and 
4, the person taking the action may submit for the Minister’s approval a revised 
version of any such plan, report or strategy.  If the Minister approves such a 
revised plan, report or strategy, that plan, report or strategy must be implemented 
in place of the plan, report or strategy originally approved. 

 
7. If the Minister believes that it is necessary or desirable for the better protection of 

the listed threatened species and/or migratory species to do so, the Minister may 
request that the person taking the action make specified revisions to the plans, 
reports or strategies approved pursuant to paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 and submit the 
revised plan, report or strategy for the Minister’s approval.  The person taking the 
action must comply with any such request.  The revised plan, report or strategy 
must be implemented. 

 
8. If, at any time after five years from the date of this approval, the Minister notifies the 

person taking the action in writing that the Minister is not satisfied that there has been 
substantial commencement of the McArthur River open cut mine project, then the open 
cut mine project must not thereafter be commenced without the written agreement of 
the Minster. 

 


