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Northern Land Council (NLC) Chief Executive, Norman Fry, today said that the NT Government's 
abject failure to warn residents in the McArthur River region of the life threatening danger from 
flesh eating bacteria which have killed four people in six years was an absolute disgrace. 
 
“The Chief Minister's response that the bacteria were not caused by the McArthur River mine is 
entirely beside the point”, Mr Fry said. 
 
“The fact is that four people fishing or swimming in the McArthur River region have died since 
2000 from this horrific flesh eating disease, and another person has had his leg amputated - but the 
public has never been informed.” 
 
“The Chief Minister was under a duty to notify the public regarding this serious threat to human 
life and safety at first opportunity - which must have been well before July 2006 when a British 
medical journal published an international article regarding the danger”, Mr Fry said. 
 
“The NT Government's pitiful response of erecting a few signs and only now commissioning 
further research is inadequate.” 
 
“Aboriginal people, and other Territorians, use the McArthur River downstream from the mine 
every day - and are entitled to do so safely and to be fully informed of all environmental dangers”, 
Mr Fry said. 
 
“The NT Government's failure to notify and warn the public is a dereliction of duty and an 
absolute disgrace - and the Chief Minister and her Government must be held accountable.” 
 
“The possible link drawn by the journal between high levels of zinc from the McArthur River 
mine and flesh-eating bacteria underlines serious flaws in the environmental approval process for 
the mine expansion, and justifies recent litigation by traditional owners in the Supreme Court”, Mr 
Fry said. 
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